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THE LEAP



REGIONAL HISTORY

Questions to consider: 

ÅWhy did so many people leap at the chance to 
travel to the West?



REGIONAL HISTORY

Consider these points : 

1.Many were from the Illinois ðIowa - Missouri ðOhio 
area. They had a family history of moves to improve 
their lives. 



REGIONAL HISTORY

Consider these points : 

2. Malaria continued to make annual rounds in the 
lowlands near the rivers. 



REGIONAL HISTORY

Questions to consider: 

ÅI asked, what can we gain looking at the past?



THE FIRST WAGONS WEST

The 
Oregon 
Trail, and 
the 
California 
Trail.



REGIONAL HISTORY

Recognize what we tell ourselves isnõt always the 
whole truth: 

We have always heard about the ôself reliantõ 
westerner, the rugged individualist.



REGIONAL HISTORY

Without the American Army forts, the survey teams of 
Kearney and Fremont, the laws allowing the 
registering of deeds, etc.. ðdoes this work?



REGIONAL HISTORY

1. The reality: The sectionalism of the West shows 
Western Pioneers had a completely different 
expectation of their government. 



REGIONAL HISTORY

1. Troops in Forts at appropriate places. Government 
planning for land surveysõ and agreeable terms to 
manage land titles, etc., etc.  



REGIONAL HISTORY

1. Troops in Forts at appropriate places. Government 
planning for land surveysõ and agreeable terms to 
manage land titles, etc., etc.  

2. Local governments in the new regions often started 
as very controlling co -ops the first years ðto the 
benefit of all. 



REGIONAL HISTORY

Point: The people of the West saw government far 
differently than the other regions did ðand they had 
expectations of that government.



SOME CLEAN UP FROM LAST WEEK



Note the 

trails:

And the 

blue circles 

indicate 

nearby 

points of 

interest IF 

someone 

wanted to 

visit. 



BOOKS

ÅCovered Wagon Women 
series: 

Diaries and letters from 
women on the Trail. 

There are 10 volumes, split 
by time periods. 



BOOKS

I canõt find an estimate for the number of babies born 
on the trail. 

However, these books likely have many stories. 

òPatty Sessions, the Mormon midwife, delivered five 
babies on the trail between Omaha and Salt Lake 
City.ó



WESTWARD EXPANSION:
1820-1890

From the Gold Rush to the Mining Boom



AMERICAN HISTORY

My questions for todayó

ÅHow did the Gold Rush era change America? 

ÅWe hear stories of the time ðbut was it individuals, or 
companies that made the difference in this era?

ÅWhat drives a ôgold rush?õ 



BEFORE THE GOLD RUSH 

On a cold January 
morning in 1848, 
James Marshall 
was checking the 
flume he was 
building on the 
American River. 

He spotted 
something in the 
flume.


