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WESTWARD EXPANSION

That said: 

ÅTell me ONE THING you learned last week!



WESTWARD EXPANSION

Last Week:

ÅHow did the Gold Rush era change America? 



WESTWARD EXPANSION

Last Week:

ÅDid you hear anything that was ônewõ to you? 



WESTWARD EXPANSION

Things to consider: 

Americanõs were on the move west since the 1810õs. 

The American government promoted this expansion ð
why?



WESTWARD EXPANSION:
1820-1890

The Plains War, 1862 to 1889



AMERICAN HISTORY

Things to consider this week: 

ÅWhy drives American policy toward Indians? Why does it  
change?

ÅWhat changes most impact treatment of Indians?



AMERICAN HISTORY

My questions for today:

During the early part of the Westward movement, 
there were few attacks on the trains ðso why did the 
ôWarsõ begin?



AMERICAN HISTORY

My questions for today:

ÅWas there another option instead of the Plains War? 



INDIAN NATIONS



BEFORE WE BEGIN:

There are going to be moments in this class that are 
disagreeable ðto all sides. 



BEFORE WE BEGIN:

ÅI am not here to push a viewpoint. 

ÅI am here to talk about history ðand to see if we can learn 
from it.



INDIAN NATIONS

Plains Natives had interacted with white trappers and traders for decades. 



DIFFERENCES

"Spanish civilization crushed the Indian;

English civilization scorned and neglected him; 

French civilization embraced and cherished him."

ñ Francis Parkman



NATURE OF TRADE

ÅEarly adopters in the 
Indian nations realized 
that the traders with the 
European, and later, the 
American groups, 
reaped a major benefit.



NATURE OF TRADE

ÅEarly adopters in the 
Indian nations realized 
that the traders with the 
European, and later, the 
American groups, 
reaped a major benefit.

ÅBut there were 
detriments, too. 



INDIAN NATIONS

Indians did well at trade, 
but ð

They lost their skills to create 
their own goods as they 
became dependent on 
European produced goods.



INDIAN NATIONS

Indians did well at trade, 
but ð

They lost their skills to create 
their own goods as they 
became dependent on 
European produced goods.

This story repeats for 
decades to come. 





DISPLACEMENT OF TRIBES 

The Plains natives had already been 
impacted by the hundreds of years of 
rippling effects of the Spanish moving into the 
Southwest. 

Pushing tribes into the areas of other tribes 
caused war and hardship.



NATIVE AMERICANS AND 
AMERICAN HISTORY

We see the 
impact of 
horses, of 
guns, and of 
trade, even 
on those 
tribes like 
the 
Shoshone.



HORSES

The arrival of 
horses had 
changed the lives 
of the Natives.

Hunting for one.

Distance traveled, 
for another.  





LIFESTYLE

ÅSome Plains tribes were nomadic. The Sioux, for example, 
lived along the rivers in the upper plains of Minnesota, but 
roved the Plains to reach the Buffalo herds during the 
summer months. 

ÅThe Mandan, conversely, stayed in place in the upper 
middle Dakotas, living in mud huts and raising crops. 



DIFFERENCES

The Hidatsa  in the north were an early example of a 1700õs 
ôdominoõ effect of the Spanish moving into the Southwest and the 
Eastern tribes pushing west from the Great Lakes Areas. 

Horses became all important, and the ones that could not procure 
or hold onto horses suffered greatly. 

The Lewis and Clark journals note this as they reach beyond the 
Mandans, and saw tribes that were pushed out of their better areas 
and into marginal lands. 



Our best view of Plains Indian 
cultures come from:

ÅLewis and Clarkõs Journals

ÅGeorge Catlinõs writings and 
drawings


