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WESTWARD EXPANSION

That said: 

• Tell me ONE THING you learned last week!



WESTWARD EXPANSION

Last Week:

• How did the Gold Rush era change America? 



WESTWARD EXPANSION

Last Week:

• Did you hear anything that was ‘new’ to you? 



WESTWARD EXPANSION

Things to consider: 

American’s were on the move west since the 1810’s. 

The American government promoted this expansion –
why?



WESTWARD EXPANSION:
1820-1890

The Plains War, 1862 to 1889



AMERICAN HISTORY

Things to consider this week: 

• Why drives American policy toward Indians? Why does it  
change?

• What changes most impact treatment of Indians?



AMERICAN HISTORY

My questions for today:

During the early part of the Westward movement, 
there were few attacks on the trains – so why did the 
‘Wars’ begin?



AMERICAN HISTORY

My questions for today:

• Was there another option instead of the Plains War? 



INDIAN NATIONS



BEFORE WE BEGIN:

There are going to be moments in this class that are 
disagreeable – to all sides. 



BEFORE WE BEGIN:

• I am not here to push a viewpoint. 

• I am here to talk about history – and to see if we can learn 
from it.



INDIAN NATIONS

Plains Natives had interacted with white trappers and traders for decades. 



DIFFERENCES

"Spanish civilization crushed the Indian;

English civilization scorned and neglected him; 

French civilization embraced and cherished him."

— Francis Parkman



NATURE OF TRADE

• Early adopters in the 
Indian nations realized 
that the traders with the 
European, and later, the 
American groups, 
reaped a major benefit.



NATURE OF TRADE

• Early adopters in the 
Indian nations realized 
that the traders with the 
European, and later, the 
American groups, 
reaped a major benefit.

• But there were 
detriments, too. 



INDIAN NATIONS

Indians did well at trade, 
but –

They lost their skills to create 
their own goods as they 
became dependent on 
European produced goods.



INDIAN NATIONS

Indians did well at trade, 
but –

They lost their skills to create 
their own goods as they 
became dependent on 
European produced goods.

This story repeats for 
decades to come. 





DISPLACEMENT OF TRIBES 

The Plains natives had already been 
impacted by the hundreds of years of 
rippling effects of the Spanish moving into the 
Southwest. 

Pushing tribes into the areas of other tribes 
caused war and hardship.



NATIVE AMERICANS AND 
AMERICAN HISTORY

We see the 
impact of 
horses, of 
guns, and of 
trade, even 
on those 
tribes like 
the 
Shoshone.



HORSES

The arrival of 
horses had 
changed the lives 
of the Natives.

Hunting for one.

Distance traveled, 
for another.  





LIFESTYLE

• Some Plains tribes were nomadic. The Sioux, for example, 
lived along the rivers in the upper plains of Minnesota, but 
roved the Plains to reach the Buffalo herds during the 
summer months. 

• The Mandan, conversely, stayed in place in the upper 
middle Dakotas, living in mud huts and raising crops. 



DIFFERENCES

The Hidatsa  in the north were an early example of a 1700’s 
‘domino’ effect of the Spanish moving into the Southwest and the 
Eastern tribes pushing west from the Great Lakes Areas. 

Horses became all important, and the ones that could not procure 
or hold onto horses suffered greatly. 

The Lewis and Clark journals note this as they reach beyond the 
Mandans, and saw tribes that were pushed out of their better areas 
and into marginal lands. 



Our best view of Plains Indian 
cultures come from:

• Lewis and Clark’s Journals

• George Catlin’s writings and 
drawings



LIMITS

Important to remember, these have their limits. They are 
limited by the beliefs the narrator of these journals brings 
to the story.  

Their expectations in what they will find is what fills in 
empty areas, and it colors some of the things they see. For 
example, it is clear that Catlin ascribes to the theory that 
the Indians will be gone soon – easily within his lifetime. He 
also describes some of the rituals of coming of age, but 
we cannot be certain if the natives added any extra 
‘drama’ to the ritual because it was being observed. 



IMPORTANT POINTS

Many cultural stories are 
drawn from talks with 
remaining tribal members, 
such as 

Black Elk Speaks, 

by John Neihardt

But these are decades, 
perhaps half a century later.



LIMITS

This is the book that gives us much of what we see as the 
‘native’ side of what we call ‘Custer’s Last Stand.’ 

But again, it is the remembrance 50 years later, that he 
experienced as a not yet adult. 

We have no idea how much is complete, or if any of it has been 
embellished by age, or by retelling. 

Still, these are powerful stories. 



AMERICA, AND THE INDIANS

• America earliest 
negotiations have 
always dealt with 
Indian Culture from the 
prospective of one 
nation, dealing with 
another  nation.



A QUICK REVIEW

This derives from 
the mention of 
the treaty 
powers that 
mentions the 
‘limited 
sovereignty’ 
concept.



AMERICA, AND THE INDIANS

• It was also because the 
new American nation was 
too weak to do anything 
else.



1830

But early on, it was  
apparent to all 
whites that the 
ways of the 
Natives were 
under pressure 
and would 
disappear. 



1830

Remember too, 
the Plains natives 
depended on the 
bison. 

But the horses 
relied on the same 
food source. So as 
the horses came, 
it was easier to 
hunt, but pushed 
bison further south.



REALIZE …

1. At that time, almost NO ONE had a positive view of the 
Native Americans



REALIZE …

1. Almost NO ONE had a positive view of the Native 
Americans

2. And then, as now, American policies are driven by public 
opinion



NOTE

Note – this class is a discussion of the expansion into 
the Plains, so much of the issues between the 
handling of Native Americans have already been set 
in motion. 

Remember the point we made early on: clearly, 
when the Natives and the new Americans lived in 
proximity, the native culture suffered a decline over 
time. 



NOTE

Example: the metal items were embraced by natives –
and their own creations were thus discarded. Why?

Metal pots were more durable and far less heavy then 
the earthen pottery used to haul water, for example. 

On a larger scale, the desire for weapons to use against 
their tribal enemies was in great demand as well. It 
created an imbalance that only grew over time.



ANDREW JACKSON

• The first President from the new 
frontiers, had a different view 
of Indians. He disliked and 
distrusted them.

• He also distrusted the power of 
the Federal Government, at 
least initially, and thus 
followed Georgia’s lead on 
the Indian question.



INDIAN REMOVAL

Soon we will see 

that the addition of 

the Great Plains, 

and the ‘majority 

rule’ in Jackson’s 

era has great 

impact, too. 



THE CHEROKEE

Chief John Ross

The Cherokee understood the 

situation, and quickly adapted to 

the ways of the white Americans.



SOME ADAPTED

The Cherokee: 

• adopted the clothing and the habits of the white culture

• created a government like the American Government

• became merchants, shopkeepers and farmers. 

• made important treaties with the American Government. 



MARSHALL

But the people of 
Georgia, now 
having expanded 
to within contract 
with the tribes, 
wanted them gone. 



MARSHALL

The Supreme Court tried to 
head of the issue, with 
three rulings before this 
issue to settle the points in 
different cases to establish 
the precedence of the 
laws. 

It would not work. 



THE CHEROKEE CASES

Chief Justice Marshall, 
attempting to expand the 
reach of the Supreme Court, 
orchestrated a number of
cases through the Court that 
found: 

1823: Johnson v. McIntosh –
Can the Indians sell their 
property to individuals?



THE FIRST STEP

No! 

‘only the federal government can 
incorporate land held by Indians into 
the nation. Not only can Indian tribes 
thus not sell land to individual parties, 
but also the federal government holds 
an exclusive, or supreme, right to 
transfer such lands into the union.’



THE REASONING? 

The concept was that Indians were part 
of sovereign nations, and thus not 
subject to American laws.  



1828 -1830

The State of Georgia in 1828 
passed laws to reduce the rights of 
Native people, with an eye to 
moving them off their land. 

With the election of Jackson to the 
Presidency, Jackson made it clear 
he agreed with the policy.  



NEW PRESIDENT, NEW POLICIES

• “If they wish to live among 
us, they have to become 
subject to our laws.” 

• But no one wanted that –
they just wanted their land, 
not the Indians on it.



THE CHEROKEE

Chief John Ross

The Cherokee negotiated, and 

would file a lawsuit against the 

State of Georgia, contenting the 

Cherokee were a ‘sovereign 

nation’ and the treaties entered 

into could not be changed by the 

States. 



THE CHEROKEE

Chief John Ross

The Cherokee negotiated, and 

would file a lawsuit against the 

State of Georgia, contenting the 

Cherokee were a ‘sovereign 

nation’ and the treaties entered 

into could not be changed by the 

States. 

They lost. 



THE REASONING? 

They were found to have only 
‘limited’ sovereignty. They found they 
were a ‘domestic, dependent nation’ 
and thus were ‘wards of the United 
States.’

To the Court, this still protected the 
treaties. 



• Not to Jackson. 
20,000 natives 
would be moved to 
the ‘Indian lands’ 
west of the 
Mississippi. 

• At the end of the 
march, between 
3000 and 5000 are 
dead. 



INDIAN REMOVAL

Jackson asked for 

and got a bill from 

Congress to 

negotiate removal 

of Indians beyond 

current state 

borders. 



INDIAN REMOVAL

We see the 

problem of 

majority rule in 

Jackson’s 

decisions on 

removal of Indians



THE INDIAN REMOVAL 
The Indians had  relied 

on the laws of the land 

when the whites 

encroached on Indian 

land in Georgia.    



INDIAN REMOVAL

In all, more than 

45,000 American 

Indians were 

relocated to the 

West during 

Jackson's 

administration.



MAJORITY VS MINORITY

More than 45,000 

American Indians were 

relocated to the West 

during Jackson's 

administration – a clear 

case of majority abusing 

the minority. 



1820

In encroachment of the other 
tribes and the whites would make 
life increasingly difficult for the 
Plains Natives.





1830-1860

Between 1820 and 1850, the 
relocations of the Eastern Indians 
had an impact on the Plains 
Indians. 

Add to this the encroachment of 
white settlements in the Wisconsin 
and Minnesota region would 
make life increasingly difficult for 
the Plains Natives.



TRADE VS HABITATION

• Plains Natives had interacted with white traders for decades.

• During the 1840’s they had watched the stream of wagons 
cross the plains, and for the most part, either traded with 
them, or ignored them.  

• By the 1850’s though, whites were pushing into the Native 
areas between the Great Lakes and the Mississippi river 



1850

By 1850s, the 
whites moving into 
the north, and the 
south, pushed on 
Indian tribes.

(Minnesota region, 
and the northern 
Texas.)



NOTE

Recall that originally, Jefferson saw the Great Plains 
as the answer to the ‘Indian Question’ –

All the natives that did not want to give up their 
cultures and acclimate to the white culture could live 
west of the Mississippi far away from the whites. 

Obviously, this was never a good answer, but it 
wasn’t even an answer at all. 



RESERVATIONS

In 1851, Congress 
passed the Indian 
Appropriations Act

This created the 
‘Indian agency’ to 
oversee Indian 
reservation system



RESERVATIONS

• In 1854, the 
NORTHERN HALF of 
the ‘Indian Territory’ 
was closed, and the 
Kansas Nebraska 
Territory created –
thus, beginning the 
‘removal’ policy for 
Native Americans. 



RESERVATIONS

• In 1854, the NORTHERN HALF of 
the ‘Indian Territory’ was 
closed, and the Kansas 
Nebraska Territory created –
thus, beginning the ‘removal’ 
policy for Native Americans. 



THE FIRST SIOUX WAR
In August of 
1854, Natives 
stole a cow. 
A troop of 30 
men from Ft. 
Laramie 
marched out 
to confront 
the Lakota 
force.



THE FIRST SIOUX WAR,  AUG 1854

There were 30 US troops.



THE FIRST SIOUX WAR,  AUG 1854

There were 1,200 natives. 

When at a tense moment, a US 
soldier shot a native – actually, 
a chief, everything went badly. 

The 7 troops and Gratton were 
killed in the first exchange. The 
others were killed as they fled.  



THE FIRST SIOUX WAR,  SEPT 1855

The majority of the Lakota declined 
to support this war, and the Natives 
involved in this massacre were 
isolated. 

In September of 1855, Harney’s 
troops caught  and effectively 
ended the breakaway group’s 
threat at Blue Water Creek, in 
Nebraska Territory 



THE FIRST SIOUX WAR,  SEPT 1855

On September 3, 1855, brevet Brig. 
Gen. William S. Harney’s regulars 
routed the hostile Lakota at Blue 
Water Creek (in present-
day Nebraska).

Although the U.S. Senate failed to 
ratify the resulting treaty, Harney’s 
blow produced what amounted to 
a regional armistice.



THE FIRST SIOUX WAR,  JULY 1856

Spreading south, the next 
conflict was in Kansas, near 
the Solomon River. 300 US 
Cavalry met mounted 
Cheyenne.

After this battle, there would 
be a period of relative 
peace in the central Plains.



THE FIRST SIOUX WAR,  JULY 1856

The Cheyenne were eager to 
engage in battle, assured that 
magical waters would keep 
them safe from their white 
opponents’ bullets. As both 
sides thundered forward, 
Sumner gave the unusual order 
for his men to draw their 
sabers; the stunned Cheyenne, 
fled in disarray, leading to a 
period of relative peace in the 
central Plains.



THE FIRST SIOUX WAR,  MAY 1858

But near the Texas border 
with Indian Territory, trouble 
continues. 

Texas Rangers destroy 
Comanche Chief Iron 
Jacket’s camp near 
Antelope Hills (now in 
Oklahoma.) 



THE FIRST SIOUX WAR,  OCT 1858

Major Earl Van Dorn will lead troops 
to attack Chief Buffalo Hump’s camp 
near Rush Springs. 

Unfortunately, he hit the wrong 
village – one leading the peace 
efforts for the Comanche. 

Violence continued in the Texas –
Indian border into the Civil War.



NATIVE AMERICANS AND 
AMERICAN HISTORY

During the 1850s, Minnesota was a territory about 
to become a state. 

It negotiated with the Sioux tribes, and the others, 
and by 1858 the native chiefs had sold 24 MILLION 
acres of their land. 



1862

Now confined to 

a strip of land 10 

miles on either 

side of the 

Minnesota river, 

there is 

displeasure as 

the natives 

come to realize 

they are 

confined here. 



NATIVE AMERICANS AND 
AMERICAN HISTORY

The problems of the approaching Civil War means more 
settlers on Indian lands – despite agreements protecting 
the lands for the tribes. 

The rampant graft of the Indian agency system meant 
the annual payments were offset by added charges – or 
simply appropriated.  

With the onset of draught, and late payments, a spark is 
struck. 



THE SIOUX 
UPRISING, 

1862

One Indian 

foraging party 

attacked a 

family of settlers 

near Acton, MN 

on August 17th, 

1862. 



THE SIOUX WAR, MARCH 1862

Food shortages coupled by late annuity payments from the 
government caused widespread hunger since most traders 
ended Dakota credit. Frustration and hunger led to foraging. One 
Indian foraging party attacked a family of settlers near Acton, MN 
on August 17th, 1862. 

With three men and two women dead, the Dakota gathered. 
Tribal members somehow managed to convince the Dakota 
leader Little Crow (Taoyateduta) that the time to go to war against 
the settlers was at hand. 



THE SIOUX UPRISING, AUGUST, 1862

In August 1862 their most influential leader, Little 
Crow (Taoyateduta), led attacks that brought the 
demise of hundreds of white settlers in a single 
week.



THE SIOUX UPRISING, AUGUST, 1862

In August 1862 their most influential leader, Little 
Crow (Taoyateduta), led attacks that brought the 
demise of hundreds of white settlers in a single 
week.

• The Lower Sioux Agency is left a smoking ruin, 
with 20 whites killed and 10 women and children 
taken captive.



THE SIOUX 
UPRISING, 

1862

A relief force 

from Ft. Ridgely 

is wiped out. 

(Almost 40 men.) 



• Monument at Ft. 
Ridgely.



•Drawing, 

Ft. Ridgely, 
1862



THE SIOUX 
UPRISING, 

1862

A relief force 

from Ft. Ridgely 

is wiped out. 

(Almost 40 men.)

Ft. Ridgely and 

New Ulm will be 

under attack for 

a week.  





WAR

• It will require a 
1400 man
force from Ft. 
Snelling to 
quell the 
revolt, in a 
standoff at 
Wood Lake on 
September 23.



WAR

• A true count 
of war dead 
was 77 
soldiers, 413 
white civilians, 
and 71 Indians 
(38 of which 
were those 
executed in 
Mankato). 



THE SIOUX 
UPRISING, 

1862

With this, and the 

American Civil War, 

the US Army 

becomes the 

primary instrument 

of interaction with 

the Native 

Americans for the 

rest of the century. 



Though the fighting is 

over in Minnesota, it 

is only beginning.

The Plains Indian had 

developed highly 

successful tactics 

that reflected the 

warfare on the open 

grasslands,  with 

highly mobile forces. 



SAND CREEK MASSACRE
NOV 28 1864



SAND CREEK MASSACRE
NOV 28 1864

• Col. John M. 
Chivington led his 
volunteers into an 
attack on Chief 
Black Kettle’s camp 

• They killed and 
mutilated 150 to 200 
Indians – all of 
whom were there in 
the pursuit of peace. 



SAND CREEK MASSACRE
NOV 28 1864

• The result was full 
scale warfare – and 
increased attacks 
on settlers and those 
on the trails to the 
West.



THE DAWES ACT
Yet the pressure 
would continue to 
push the Natives.

In 1868, Congress 
passed the Dawes 
Act, which was 
really a method to 
‘allot’ and thus ‘sell’ 
the land held by 
Indian tribes 
already in treaties 
or on reservations.



WAR
But the sporadic war 

with those not on 

reservations would 

continue. 

After the American 

Civil War, the US 

Army becomes the 

primary instrument of 

interaction with the 

Native Americans for 

the rest of the 

century. 



WAR



TOWARD AN END

From 1866 to 1893, the final tales of the conflict on the Plains 
will play out. 

It will include an increasingly powerful US military, chasing a 
diminishing number of Natives. 

Treaties would be signed, such as the ones recognizing 152 
million acres in the Black Hills belong to the Indians.



RESERVATION

Of course, this too 
would last only a 
short while.



RESERVATION

Of course, this too 
would last only a 
short while.

It would eventually 
be decreased to 15 
million acres.



STANDING BEAR - 1879

Standing Bear, part of the Ponca 

tribe, which had been forced to 

migrate to Oklahoma, returned with 

65 members of the tribe to bury his 

son in the tribal holy grounds. 

Arrested by the Army, he was aided 

by Gen. Crook, who was holding 

him prisoner in Omaha.



STANDING BEAR - 1879

Standing Bear, who in April 1879 

sued for a writ of habeas corpus in 

U.S. District Court in Omaha, 

Nebraska. Acting as interpreter for 

Standing Bear was Susette 

LaFlesche, an accomplished and 

educated, bilingual Omaha of 

mixed-race background.



STANDING BEAR - 1879

Standing Bear: 
"That hand is not the color of yours, 

but if I prick it, the blood will flow, 

and I shall feel pain," said Standing 

Bear. "The blood is of the same color 

as yours. God made me, and I am a 

man.

The Judge agreed, recognizing ‘the 

Indian is a person’ in May, 1879. 



The surprising 

destruction of 

Custer’s forces 

will change 

everything, 
though. 





The embarrassment of Custer’s defeat started a constant 

harassment of the natives, with attacks on their home 

encampments through the winter, with devastating results. 

It prevented the natives from ever being able to mount an 

offensive campaign again. It also removed any reason to do 

so, because there was little left to fight for when the children 

and wives fall with the warriors.



CHANGING THE DYNAMIC
Prior years, the winter campaigns 
were nearly impossible.

The wet weather meant muskets 
and rifles that depended on a 
spark did not work reliably,  and 
re-supply became difficult over a 
long distance when roads in far 
places could be blocked by mud 
or snow.  

Cartridge rifles, and supplies via 
railroad, plus the destruction of the 
bison, changed everything now.



CHANGING THE DYNAMIC
The Change: The US 
embraced the decision to 
continue the battles into the 
winter. 

Indians, in the winter, went 
into camp. With their wives 
and children. 

They were, in short, not
mobile, and very
vulnerable.



The natives were camped with their wives and children 

– people normally considered non–combatants. 

But from the very beginning, in Minnesota 1862, and at 

Sand Creek in 1864, and all sides and all places in 

between, encampments filled with traditional non 

combatants were a method of warfare. 

Because they were the easiest targets to hit, and to 
deliver the most pain. 



TOWARD AN END

Crazy Horse, Sitting Bull, and others would die. 

There would be massacres.

In the end, it would mean the removal of natives to 
reservations. 

Still, uprising would happen – until Wounded Knee. 





WOUNDED KNEE

• It was called a Battle at the time, but it was really the 
death knell of the natives’ efforts to resist in any 
fashion.

• They were not resisting at Wounded Knee.
But the message that an entire community might 
die.
It became the final notice that resistance had only 
one outcome, and not only for the warriors, would 
gladly die in battle, but also their loved ones.  





WOUNDED KNEE

The original of this picture shows the soldiers 
faces, and recall, it was a point of pride at the 
time. Medals were awarded to the troops 
involved. 



WOUNDED KNEE

But 80 years later, the remembrance of 
Wounded Knee would spark the eventual 
resurgence of natives to have their history,

and their side of the Plains wars,

and the entire native American experience

re-evaluated.



THE END OF THE FRONTIER

• In 1893, historian Frederick Jackson Turner argued 
that American democracy was formed by the 
American frontier - that borderline between 
‘savagery and civilization.’ 

• His argument was this conflict created the uniquely 
American character. 

• This view was widely accepted. 



FOOD FOR THOUGHT

If Turner is correct, and the Frontier developed the 
‘American’ character – is there a place in that story 
for Natives? 

If so, what do natives gain in that contest? 



FOOD FOR THOUGHT

We cannot make ANY sense of this history without a 
recognition of two things:

1. We have to recognize that almost NO ONE had a positive 
view of the Native Americans. 

2. The American policies are driven by public opinion



NATIVE AMERICANS 
AND AMERICAN HISTORY 

Things to consider this week: 

• Why drives American policy toward Indians? Why does it  
change?

• What changes most impact treatment of Indians?

• What is the role of Indians in this power struggle: pawns?  
Dups? Allies? Enemies? Or… something else?



NATIVE AMERICANS 
AND AMERICAN HISTORY 

My question to you:

• Did you hear anything new?

• Does it lead you to think about what you were 
taught?  



THE WESTWARD EXPANSION

For further reading: 

• Indian Wars, Utley and Washburn, 1977

• Fort Robinson and the American West, Buecker, 1999



EXCELLENT TOUR GUIDES

Specialty reading: 
Jeff Barnes

• Forts of the Northern Plains

• The Great Plains Guide to 
Custer

• The Great Plains Guide to 
Buffalo Bill



AND…

• Spectacular Voyage: 
Following Lewis and Clark in Iowa, 
Nebraska, and South Dakota, 

by Russ Gifford, 2002

ebook at 
www.Russ Gifford.net
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